Foa oeeembe'r-'s' 2004’

S > Surface Transportatzon Board

M o N T A N A " Case Control Unit
PRESERVATION _' : _Waslnngton,DC20423

A L £71 A N [ O STB Docket No FD 30186 (Sub-No .a)

s To W’hom lt May Conoern

_We wnte to express concern over the proposed Wcstcm A]: gnment of the Tonguc

I'Rlver Rallroad (T RR" I]]) Asan organization that represents statewide xnferests n- -
: presemng the ‘culture a.nd hentage of Montana, MPA has been involved in‘issues in the g
- valley for. the past. few 'years." And we are urgently concerned that the Tongue River - . .
4 Valley,: and the Native American and traditional ranching communities that lwc thcre, Lo N
not be sacnﬁced to the mterests ofenergy and raﬂroadmg . : . i

-_.._,Premdeng
Jim McDonald, Missoula

b ey e 'l11e Tongue Rlver Va]ley is well lcnown as areglon of }ugh culturar and hlStOI‘lC
Mara Gm_!(atz Bozcman “+ “significance, on local, state and national levels.  Thousands of years of history are -
e R S e i ‘_'."--reﬂected in the’ dramage by a high density of sites that reflect the diverse human history
~ in'the valley.’ From the’ pre-contact penod, rock art, buffalo j Jumps fasnng beds, tipi’

Dlrec-tors HETET L

Patricia Boyle i) Falls -~ ‘rings, medicine wheels, burial sites; rock quames and vision sites compris¢ arich . _

*Ann Clancy, Billings -~ physical record of the ancient history of the region’s First Peoples. From the late 19th
Ellen Crain, Butte " . _ early 20th century settlement ‘period, family farms and ranches witha wealth of stone,
Liza Nicholss, Bozemmn 265172 Jog: and wooden buildings reflect more than a century of agriculture along the Tongue

Bruce Selyem, Bozeman 5 - -
' -m'ce' Lo en zemm “ -~ River. And from the latter 19th century, there are battleficlds and other sites that reflect

- the tarbulence of cultural migrations and conflict, both between md:genous cultu:es

~ Ex Oﬁicw A A A _and between Plams mb&c and the US Army

: _Barba.ra Pah], Denver Ao .
'SarahHan.son Denver - yek :
Rolene Schl mﬂ) Helena - Among the Iatter are. such natxonally-exceptlonal sites such as t.hose assocnated w1th thc

‘Great Sioux Wars campaign of 1 876-77. As the U.S. Ammy pursued the Sioux and--

joarsi oot Cheyenne from Rosebud Battlefield to Little Big Horn and on to the Wolf Mountains,
e i " they came dircctly through this valley. Sites of National Historic Landmark
L Es T - significanice such as the Wolf Mountams Battleﬁeld may well lie dlrectly within the
roposed raLh'oad comdor . _ =

' Remote and undlsturbed the sxtes w1th1n lhe Tongue Rlver valley rctam cxceptlonal
et i PRGBSl RS B Ievels of preservatlon and integrity. With a way of life uninterrupted by modern

516 North Park, Suite A~ intrusions, the Tongue River landscape has changed little over time. Today, a 90-mile
~ Helena, Montana 59601 . .. grave] road is still the only travel route through the valley, the land is unbroken,
b ey “traditional native sites are still in use, and historic ranches remain within the original

WWWw.preserveniontana.org .
bk p,ésm-em‘@qwgst_nét families who are raising cattle and horscs in partems unbroken since the settlement of
B PN D0 St these western plams T : :

Pk

- With this in mind, itis unperatwe ‘that cumulative effects of all proposcd undenakmgs
within the valley be studied together, for the impacts will be considerable. This
includes the comprehensive impact of the entire railroad project, not just the westem
- alignment. As well, the impacts of energy development must be included in that

- evaluatlon Wlth ooalbed methane leases 1ssued throughout the valley by BLM and




e 'othcr agencies, and addmonal leases soon by the Custer Nanonal Forcst, the cntr_re |
5 la.ndscape 1s threatcned by W|dcspread mdustnahzanon '

T_'hxs level of documcnlatlon, along with anticipated property types and potcntlal
historic dlstnots is critical to ensure adequate protection of public resources in the
management and avmd undue lmpacts to sensntwc hxstorlc and cultural sﬁes
valley's must be wcnghod agamst the plan to bulld this' rail line.- Mcamngful alternatives =
must be explored in an open pubhc process that allows the people of thls valley and of : 8 ¥

Montana to have a meamngﬁ:l voice in t.hen- fnture

Thank you for thc opportumty to comment, 7 ol R

" Chere Jiusto
-, Executive Director

An ovcmew of the hlStOl'lC themes, and contexts k. the valley has yet to be devcloped _ ',_ Uiy
valley. A tool of this nature would facilitate responsible cultural resources * . .~ s

And ﬁnally, the potont:al nnpacts to cultural resources and thc llves of poople in ﬂlIS A
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